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Opening Remarks
George Dandalides

LOLA President



What Is LOLA?

• Lake Association for Lake Orion made up of:
• Riparian lake property owners
• Residents of the Lake Orion surrounding area
• Users of the lake (daily use and marina tenants)

• Led by a volunteer board of 11 members

• Voluntary membership

• $20 annual membership dues



What Is LOLA?

• LOLA’s Purpose:

The Purpose of this association shall be to provide effective communication
between its members and governmental agencies relating to all activities that 
may affect its members.  To promote, advocate, and protect the best interests 
of the area through preservation of the natural beauty of the environment.  To 
support all propositions that assists the orderly and proper development of our 
community in general and our immediate area in particular.



What Is LOLA?

• LOLA Annual Activities and Community Support:

• Maintenance and deployment of the 17 No-Wake buoys

• Multiple seasonal water samplings w/submission to the DNR

• Support of the Lake Orion Dragon on the Lake Event

• Lighted Boat Parade

• Donation to the Lake Orion Fireworks

• The voice of the lake residents on matters that impact the lake 
(water quality, water safety)



2023 Goals and Accomplishments

2023 LOLA Goals & Objectives – June 26, 2023

1. Membership
• 135 LOLA members in 2023

2. Communication
• Began publishing a LOLA Newsletter

3. Lake Overcrowding (Safety)
• Began discussion with both the Village and Township on “Keyholing”
• Meeting w/local law enforcement to discuss boating safety initiatives



2024 LOLA Priorities 
• Membership

• Continue the membership drive from 2023
• 140 members as of 6/13

• Communication
• Continue the LOLA Newsletter
• Redesign & relaunch of the LOLA Website www.lolainfo.org

• Water/Boater Safety



www.lolainfo.org



2024 LOLA Priorities 
• Membership

• Continue the membership drive from 2023
• 126 members as of 5/27

• Communication
• Continue the LOLA Newsletter
• Redesign & relaunch of the LOLA Website www.lolainfo.org
• Use of social media

• Water/Boater Safety



Use of Social Media



2024 LOLA Priorities 
• Membership

• Continue the membership drive from 2023
• 126 members as of 5/27

• Communication
• Continue the LOLA Newsletter
• Redesign & relaunch of the LOLA Website www.lolainfo.org
• Use of social media

• Water/Boater Safety
• Continued discussion with local law enforcement on safety issues
• LOLA sponsored Boaters Safety course in partnership with the Oakland County 

Sheriff Marine Division – Saturday June 29th at the Library
• LOLA $500 Donation to the Lake Orion Village Police Department to purchase 

needed safety equipment for the village patrol boat





2024 LOLA Priorities 
• Major concerns of our members:

• Lake overcrowding
• Keyholing
• Issuance of marina permits by the DNR

• Observance of No-Wake laws
• Marked no-wake areas
• 100 foot no-wake from any shoreline, dock, marked swim area, or other watercraft

• High energy wake damage to shoreline and lake bottom from wake boats operating 
in high energy wake mode

• Blight
• Fallen trees in the water
• Dilapidated docks & other structures left to deteriorate in the water



Where Do We Need Help?
• Membership

• Are You a Member?

• Lake Overcrowding
• DNR/EGLE stated position is that this falls under local authority, not the state.

• Enforcement of Ordinance 50
• No-Wake rules
• No waterskiing, wakeboarding, tubing, and high speed operation one hour 

after sunset to one hour before sunrise
• Maximum lake speed limit of 40 mph 

• High Energy Wake Mode of Wake Boats
• Support of Michigan House Bill 5532 (HB-5532 supports the DNR 

recommendation of 500’ no-wake and 15’ minimum water depth in high 
energy wake mode)

• Blight
• Enforcement of the ordinances in effect in both the Village and Township



Treasurers Report
Richard Benoit
LOLA Treasurer





Water Quality
Michael Kellar

LOLA Director – Water Quality



- In partnership with the Department
Of Environment,  Great Lakes,
and Energy (EGLE) and
Michigan State University

Water Quality – Michael S. Kellar



Water Quality – Michael S. Kellar
• What do we do exactly? 

• Spring ice thaw and Fall Phosphorus samples 
• Bi-weekly Sechhi Disk readings for water clarity
• Monthly Chlorophyll samples – lake definition 
• Monitor the lake for newly introduced invasive weed species

• What is the importance of lake sampling?

• Helps identify new lake data trends over time
• Helps root cause potential lake issues
• Creates historic database 

• The importance of LOLA membership

• Membership fees directly contribute to the overall cost’s associated with the lake monitoring 
program

• For more information please check out www.lolainfo.org or www.micorps.net





Effects of High Energy Wake
George Dandalides

LOLA President



















Michigan House Bill 5532

• HB 5532 doesn’t attempt to kill the sport.

• It puts some limitations around it similar to other sports:
• Specific hunting seasons and hunting areas
• Fishing limitations on species, size, season, and fishing locations
• Off-road vehicles
• Other watercraft laws

• HB-5532 simply puts some thought around the sport in consideration 
of ecology and the preservation of our natural resource.



Michigan House Bill 5532

• Where do we go from here?

• HB 5532 currently under consideration in Lansing

• Contact our Michigan 54th District Representative Donni Steele with 
your concerns (Pros and Cons) @ donnisteele@house.mi.gov



“Keyholing”
Dan Nelson

LOLA Director



Lake Overcrowding & Dock Usage

• Seasonal rental of dock space to non-residents

• Commonly referred to as “Keyholing”

• One of the top concerns brought forward by LOLA members

• Residents renting dock space or allowing the use of their dock by non-
lake residents is a contributor to the overcrowding issue.



Is It Legal?

• Individuals renting dock space or allowing the use of dock space to 
non-lake residents without a marina permit issued by the DNR /EGLE 
are in violation of Michigan law.

• Extended use of dock space by friends and relatives requires a DNR 
marina permit.

• In short, any boat moored to a dock for an extended period needs to 
be registered to the property owner.



Definition of a Marina

Natural Resources Environmental Protection Act (NREPA) Key 
definitions, found in the NREPA, are helpful in understanding the EGLE's 
position:    Subsection 3001 (j) of Part 301:

"Marina" means a facility that is owned or operated by a person, 
extends into or over an inland lake or stream and offers service to the 
public or members of the marina for docking, loading, or other 
servicing of recreational watercraft. 

If ticketed, it is a misdemeanor and punishable by ninety days in jail.



Can Individuals Be Fined?

Lake residents renting dock space or extended use of dock space by 
friends and relatives (money or not) could be fined $500.00 by the 
DNR/EGLE for operating an illegal marina.



Liability Concerns: Personal Injury/Property Damage

Individuals renting or allowing use of their docks by others should 
check with their homeowner’s insurance to determine their liability 
exposure.



Overcrowding

• Overcrowding on Lake Orion is a critical concern for lake residents.

• Overcrowding is a concern for potential boating safety and creates a 
higher risk of accidents.

• Individuals illegally renting dock space or those allowing use of their 
dock space by others is a contributor to lake overcrowding.

• Boating safety should be a concern for all lake residents.



Reporting Violations

• Call the Department of Natural Resources @ 517-284-6000  (RAP)

• All calls are treated as anonymous.



Enforcement – Pros and Cons
Mike Gingell

Oakland County Commissioner



Annual Weed Control Program
Steve Hanson

PLM Lake and Land Management Corp.



Lake Orion Aquatic Plant Management Program Goals

Restore & Maintain the Recreational, Aesthetic & Economic Values of the 
Lake While Preserving and Protecting the Ecological Health

The Two Most Important Factors in Lake Health:
Water Quality (nutrient levels)
Aquatic Plant Community (exotic vs native species)

Questions About Aquatic Plant Control Methods
What are the Options
Herbicide Safety / Permitting
Post Treatment Restrictions
Concerns About Exposure to Treated Water

Steve Hanson, MS Fisheries
Senior Regional Manager
PLM Lake & Land management Corp. 
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Aquatic Plant Community

Eurasian watermilfoil Curlyleaf pondweed Starry stonewort

Exotic vs. Native

EXOTIC SPECIES

NATIVE SPECIES

Wild Celery Illinois pondweed Chara



Aquatic Plant Community
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Aquatic Plant Management
After Identifying Problem Species, What Are the Options 

Aquatic Herbicides  vs. Mechanical Harvesting



Aquatic Plant Management
Herbicide Safety / Permitting

Are aquatic herbicides safe?

“at tested and approved concentrations for aquatic use, theses herbicides have 
been deemed to not have adverse effects on humans and aquatic wildlife either 
by submergence in treated water or by ingestion”. 
https://ag.purdue.edu/btny/Extension/PublishingImages/Aquatic 
Herbicides.m4v

Are aquatic herbicides regulated in the State of Michigan?

Can we swim after a weed treatment?

How do you Decide Which Herbicides to Use?



Election of Officers
2024 – 2025 Season





Special “Thank-You”

Jerry Richards
Richard Benoit
Chris Brouwer
Tom Patterson



Open Q&A



Closing Remarks
George Dandalides

LOLA President



Thank You!


