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Issue and Concerns

• Issue:
• Lake Orion has an area of approximately 740 acres
• There are over 800 private lakefront residences around the lake
• There are multiple permitted marinas on the lake
• There is a DNR public access ramp with 34 available parking spaces

• On any given summer weekend or holiday, the lake is overcrowded with 
watercraft traffic and becomes a serious water safety concern

• There are a number of individual lakefront residents who choose to rent 
seasonal boat slips contributing to the overcrowding and safety concerns



Issue and Concerns
• Current situation:

• To legally rent a boat slip on a Michigan lake, the resident is required to apply 
and get approval for a marina through the Michigan Department of EGLE.

• Although there is a process to report suspected boat slip rental to the State, 
the DNR/EGLE does not have the resources to investigate and handle 
violations.

• The Village defines a marina as public or private and provides watercraft 
services in exchange for renumeration.  It is difficult/impossible to prove 
renumeration.

• The Village requires a marina to secure the required permit from the State.
• The Village prohibits commercial use of boat houses and hoist; however docks 

are not included in this verbiage.
• The Village requires current watercraft registration to the owner or occupant 

of the lot, but this is specific to storage.



Propsal for Improvement
• Proposal for improvement:

• Update the definition of Marina to “with or without” renumeration.

• Update Article 13.11 D Boat Houses and Boat Hoists to include Docks and “RL 
zoning lot” description.

• Update Article 13.11 D 
• Add “RL zoning lot” to paragraph 3 to be consistent with paragraphs 1 and 2.
• Eliminate paragraph 3.d “May not be used for commercial purposes”.
• Add Paragraph 4 “May not be used for commercial purposes”.  This will now include boat 

houses, boat hoists, and docks.
• Add Paragraph 5 to require current watercraft registration to the owner/occupant of the 

lot similar to verbiage under Watercraft Storage.



Village of Lake Orion – Zoning Ordinance
Proposal for Improvement

Article 2.02 - Definitions

MARINA.   A public or private facility which adjoins an inland lake or stream and offers 
service for docking, loading or other servicing of watercraft with or without 
remuneration.



Article 13 General Provisions   Section 13.11 D – Boat Houses and Boat Hoists
D. Boat Houses and Boat Hoists

D. Boat Houses, Boat Hoists, and Docks (RL zoning lot)

4. May not be used for commercial purposes.  (RL zoning lot)

5. All watercraft on a hoist or docked at a residential (RL zoning) 
lot for (5) consecutive days or more shall be currently 
registered to the owner or occupant of that lot.

d. May not be used for commercial purposes;

Village of Lake Orion – Zoning Ordinance
Proposal for Improvement

3. One (1) single boat house or one (1) permanent boat hoist 
larger than eight (8) feet in height or capable of hoisting more 
than one (1) boat at a time, and a seasonal boat hoist(s), may 
be permitted per RL zoning lot. The boat house or boat hoist:



Where Do We Go From Here?
• Next Steps & Discussion:

• Would these changes enable enforcement of the State laws?

• What options are available at the State, Township, and Village levels to 
investigate and enforce these ordinance revisions?

• Are there similar changes that could be (or should be) made in the Township 
Ordinances?

• Do we have the resources available (State, Township, and Village) to 
investigate and enforce?



Proposed Changes to  the Village Ordinances



MARINA.   A public or private facility which adjoins an 
inland lake or stream and offers service for docking, 
loading or other servicing of watercraft with or without 
remuneration.



Boat Houses, Boat Hoists, and Docks   (RL zoning lot)

1. Seasonal boat hoist(s) are permitted on an RL zoning lot. A 
building permit is not required for a seasonal boat hoist.

2. One (1) permanent boat hoist no greater than eight (8) feet 
in height with a one-boat capacity is permitted on an RL 
zoning lot, provided all state and federal permits and a 
zoning compliance or building permit are obtained.  The 
height of the hoist is measured as the distance above the 
ordinary high water mark.

3. One (1) single boat house or one (1) permanent boat hoist 
larger than eight (8) feet in height or capable of hoisting 
more than one (1) boat at a time, and a seasonal boat 
hoist(s), may be permitted per RL zoning lot. The boat 
house or boat hoist:

a. May not be greater than 14 feet in height at the peak of 
its roof.  Height is measured as the distance above the 
ordinary high water mark.

b. May not contain any plumbing facilities except for hot 
and cold running water.



c. May not be used for either temporary or permanent 
sleeping or living quarters;

d. May not be used for commercial purposes;

e. May not be greater than 480 square feet in water 
surface area;

f. May not be located closer than five (5) feet to the 
nearest side lot line, or extension of that line into the 
water and is not subject to waterfront yard setback 
requirements.

g. Must not unreasonably impair the view and use of the 
lake by neighboring property owners;

h. Must be constructed in compliance with a zoning 
compliance or building permit and state and federal 
permit requirements, including, but not limited to, those 
administered pursuant to the Inland Lakes and Streams 
Act, P.A. 346 of 1972, as amended.

4. May not be used for commercial purposes.  (RL 
zoning lot)

5. All watercraft on a hoist or docked at a residential 
(RL zoning) lot for (5) consecutive days or more 
shall be currently registered to the owner or 
occupant of that lot.



Current Relevant Village Ordinances



Village of Lake Orion – Zoning Ordinance
Article 2.02 - Definitions

Article 9-B MU District   Section 9.02 – PERMITTED USES



Village of Lake Orion – Zoning Ordinance
Article 9-B MU District   Section 9.02 – PERMITTED USES



Village of Lake Orion – Zoning Ordinance
Article 13 General Provisions   Section 13.11 D – Boat Houses and Boat Hoists



Village of Lake Orion – Zoning Ordinance
Article 13 General Provisions   Section 13.11 D – Boat Houses and Boat Hoists



Village of Lake Orion – Zoning Ordinance
Article 13 General Provisions   Section 13.11 D – Boat Houses and Boat Hoists



Village of Lake Orion – Zoning Ordinance
Article 13 General Provisions   Section 13.17 B.1 – Parking and Storage of Watercraft



Village of Lake Orion – Zoning Ordinance
Article 13 General Provisions   Section 13.11 D – Boat Houses and Boat Hoists



Additional Information



LOLA Survey Monkey – April 2023




